
MISSION STATEMENT 

To facilitate the provision of services and to represent the resi-

dents of the Regional District of Central Kootenay in the most 

efficient and financially and administratively effective means 

possible in a fashion that meets the needs of the residents. 

KNOW YOUR  

REGIONAL DISTRICT 



OVERVIEW 

The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) is one of 27 regional districts in the Province of 
British Columbia created to provide local government services and political accountability to residents 

of the unincorporated electoral (rural) areas. 

Regional Districts also provide a federated approach to facilitating issues and services that transcend 
municipal boundaries and functions as a working partnership between the municipalities and rural  
areas.  Any combination of municipalities and electoral areas can jointly provide a service  -- with the 

costs recovered from the residents that benefit from that service -- thus providing efficient service 

delivery in a cost-effective manner.  

The Regional District system of local government provides a political forum for direct representation 

of regional residents,  local control over issues and services of local interest and a mechanism for  

advancing the interests of the region as a whole.  

Regional Districts are governed by the Local Government Act  which establishes a legal framework and 

assigns roles and responsibilities to local government. 

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL KOOTENAY 

The RDCK was incorporated in November 1965; one of the first of 12 Districts created at the time. 

The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) covers an area of some 23,000 sq. km. and has a 

population of approximately 58,000 people.  The RDCK extends from the headwaters of the Duncan 

River at the north to the International Border at a point just south of Fruitvale and extends from the 

area east of Creston to the mountaintops west of the Arrow Lakes above Needles. 

A Board comprised of eleven (11) Electoral Area Directors representing rural residents and nine (9) 

Municipal Directors representing residents of the member municipalities governs the RDCK.  The 

Board responds to locally expressed needs for services and consults with residents about which  

services it can provide, where they are to be provided and how the services are to be financed.   

Of the 11 electoral areas, Area A is located on the east side of Kootenay Lake;  Areas B and C  

surround the Town of Creston;  Area D reaches from the headwaters of the Duncan River to Coffee 

Creek south of Kaslo;  Areas E and F cover all of the area around Nelson and the West Arm of 

Kootenay Lake;  Area G includes Ymir and surrounds the Village of Salmo, Area H extends from west 

of Nakusp and south to the Playmor Junction;  Areas I and J surround the City of Castlegar; and Area 

K covers the north and south areas west of Nakusp.  Member municipalities are the cities of Castlegar 

and Nelson, the town of Creston and the villages of Kaslo, Nakusp, New Denver, Salmo, Silverton and 

Slocan. 

Electoral Area Directors are elected by the voters in their respective electoral area and serve three-

year terms.  Municipal Directors are first elected to a municipal council and are then appointed by the 

council to the RDCK Board for a one-year term.   

Each RDCK Director has one or more votes on most matters coming before the Board, depending upon 

the population represented.  The most recent Canada Census statistics are used to determine 

population figures.  For each unit of 2,500 people, a Director has one vote.  



The Regional Board selects its own Chair who appoints members to various committees.  The  

committees are assigned areas of responsibility, or, in some cases, are structured sub-regionally 

to address issues of specific local interest.   Although some decisions can be made at the  

committee level, generally, committees act in an advisory capacity to the Board.  In addition,  

Directors are appointed to committees/boards of affiliated agencies, such as the Sterile Insect 

Release Board and Ktunaxa-Kinbasket Treaty Advisory Committee, to represent the interests of 

the Regional District of Central Kootenay.  

 

To perform its administrative and operational functions, and carry out the instructions of the 

Board,  the RDCK is organized by departments, namely, Accounting, Administration, Development 

Services (Building/Planning), Community Services and Engineering and Environmental Services.  In 

addition to its involvement in general services such as administration, building inspection, waste 
management and regional development services, most other services are optional, depending on 

requests from residents.   

 

Services provided by the Regional District are wide ranging and include the following: 

 
⇒ General Government Administration 
⇒ Emergency Preparedness Services - 7 Services 
⇒ Grant-in-Aid 
⇒ Other General Government (Rural Areas) 
⇒ Building Inspection 
⇒ Bylaw Enforcement 
⇒ Planning 
⇒ Economic Development - 9 Commissions 
⇒ Fire Protection - 23 services 
⇒ Dyking (Goat River) 
⇒ Animal Control - 6 services 
⇒ Untidy and Unsightly Premises - 5 areas 
⇒ Street Lighting - 7 services 
⇒ House Numbering - 11 areas 
⇒ Waste Management - 3 sub regions 
⇒ Cemetery - 6 areas 
⇒ Insect Control 
⇒ Sterile Insect Release 
⇒ Advisory Planning Commissions - 9 Commissions 
⇒ Recreation Commissions - 10 Commissions 
⇒ Recreation Facilities  
⇒ 3 ice arenas 
⇒ 2 indoor pools 
⇒ 12 outdoor pools 
⇒ Ice Arena Grant-in-Aid - 2 services 
⇒ Museum 
⇒ Regional Parks - 7 sub regions 
⇒ Library Grant-in-Aid - 6 services 
⇒ Television Grant-in-Aid - 3 services 
⇒ Transit - 6 services 



RDCK BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Board meetings are open to the public.  Open meetings are generally held every third Saturday commencing at 9:30 A.M. in the 

Regional District Board Room, 202 Lakeside Drive, Nelson, B.C.   

Individual Directors may be contacted about civic issues at the addresses and telephone numbers listed below. 

Area/ 

Municipality 

Director Address Business 

Phone 

Business  

Fax 

Home 

Phone 

Home 

Fax 

A-Wynndel/E 

Shore-K. Lake 

Garry  

Jackman 

Box 7, Site 8,  RR#1 Boswell  BC  V0B 1A0 

gjackman@kootenay.com  

  223-8466 223-8466 

B John Kettle c/o Town of Creston, Box 1339 Creston  BC  

V0B 1G0  jrkettlejgalt@shaw.ca  

428-5560 

 

428-5567 428-5497  

C Larry Binks 1710 Evans Road, Creston  BC  V0B 1G7 

ljbinks@yahoo.ca 

428-9577 
home office 

428-4977 
home office 

  

D Andrew  

Shadrack 

Box 484, Kaslo BC V0G 1M0 

ashadra@telus.net 

354-2948

(cell) 

 353-7350 

 

353-7350 

E Ramona Faust Box 1, Procter, BC  V0G 1V0 

ramona_r@telus.net 

  229-5222 229-5337 

F Ron Mickel 1848 Ridgewood Rd, Nelson  BC  V1L 6J9 

directorareaf@gmail.com 

354-3406 

(cell) 

825-0079 825-0074  

G Hans  

Cunningham 

Box 13, Ymir  BC  V0G 2K0 

hcunningham@xplornet.com 

  357-9996 357-9676 

H-The Slocan 

Valley 

Walter Popoff S4, C26, RR#1, Crescent Valley  BC   

V0G 1H0  walteck@telus.net 

  359-7455 359-7400 

I John Voykin 2161 Oak Rd., Castlegar  BC  V1N 4S9   365-6904 365-5137 

J-Lower Ar-

row/Columbia 

Gordon 

Zaitsoff 

2005—14th Ave., Castlegar  BC   V1N 3Z1      

glz10@telus.net 

365-8421 
home office 

 365-8412 365-8421 

K Paul Peterson PO Box 128, Burton  BC  V0G 1E0 

peterson@burtoncity.ca 

  265-4451 265-4451 

Castlegar Lawrence 

Chernoff 

c/o City of Castlegar,  460 Columbia Ave 

Castlegar BC V1N 1G7 mayor@castlegar.ca 

365-7227  365-4810 

(City) 

365-7122  

Creston Ron Toyota c/o Town of Creston, Box 1339 Creston, BC  

V0B 1G0 

ron.toyota@creston.ca 

428-2214 

ext. 227 

(Town) 

428-9164 

(Town) 

223-8471 

428-6506 

(cell) 

428-9164 

(Town)  

Kaslo Greg Lay Box 323, Kaslo  BC  V0G 1M0    

kaslomayor@netidea.com 

greglay@telus.net (Copy both) 

353-2311 

(Village) 

353-7767 

(Village) 

353-7184  

Nakusp Karen Hamling C/o Village of Nakusp Box 280, Nakusp  BC  

V0G 1R0  khamling@nakusp.com 

265-3689 

(Village) 

265-3788 

(Village) 

265-3322 265-3322 

Nelson John Dooley c/o City of Nelson, Suite 101, 310 Ward St, 

Nelson BC V1L 5S4  mayor@nelson.ca 

352-5511 

(City) 

352-2131 

(City) 

  

New Denver Gary Wright 

(Board Chair) 

Village of New Denver, Box 40 New Denver,  

BC  V0G 1S0  newdenver@netidea.com 

358-2316 

(Village) 

358-7251 

(Village) 

358-7200 358-7200 

Salmo Ann  

Henderson 

P O Box 1000  Salmo, BC  V0G 1Z0 

ahenderson25@gmail.com 

357-9433 

(Village) 

357-9633 

(Village) 

  

Silverton Carol Bell Box 68, Silverton  BC  V0G 2B0 

cbell@redmtn.ca 

358-2472 

(Village) 

358-2321 

(Village) 

 358-2203 

Slocan Hillary Elliott Box 50, Slocan  BC  V0G 2C0 

c/o cao@villageofslocan.ca 

355-2277 

(Village) 

355-2666 

(Village) 

  



DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

BUILDING SERVICES 

Building Services is responsible for administering the Regional District’s Building Bylaw in the electoral 

areas and for delivery of inspection services to several municipalities by contract.  Building  

Officials based in Nelson cover Electoral Areas ‘D’, ‘E’, ‘F’, ‘G’, ‘I’, ‘J’ and Salmo.  The Nakusp-based  

Official provides inspection services to Electoral Areas ‘D’, ‘H North’ and ‘K’, and the Villages of Kaslo, 

Nakusp, New Denver and Silverton.  The Creston-based Official serves Electoral Areas ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’. 

Permit Information 

Permits for building or altering a structure in a rural area or unincorporated community can be obtained 

from Building Services at the Regional District Office in Nelson, or the Regional District Building  

Officials in Creston or Nakusp. 

Nelson Office:  250-352-8155 

Castlegar Rec. Complex:  250-365-3386 (message #) 

Creston Office:  250-428-5717 

Kaslo Office:  250-353-9614 

Nakusp Office:  250-265-4111 

 

PLANNING SERVICES 

Land use planning’s main focus is the development of visions for communities identifying how they could 

be developed by taking into consideration their social, economic and environmental characteristics.  The 

RDCK Planning Department works with the people to manage growth thereby building communities that 

know where they are going and how they intend to get there.  The overall intent is to protect the  

appealing way of life experienced in Central Kootenay. 

To help provide a sense of direction, several tools are used in planning including regulatory bylaws and 

permits.  Department responsibilities include preparing and amending planning bylaws, checking building 

permits, evaluating Crown Land and subdivision referrals, processing ALR applications, preparing park 

plans, emergency response plans and a wide range of feasibility studies and creating and maintaining a 

mapping/G.I.S. service. 

MAPPING 

Planning Services maintains and updates approximately 50,000 cadastral parcels covering the whole of 

the Regional District including Municipalities.  Cadastral maps of all areas are available for sale.  A copy 

of your Land Registry Survey Plan with dimensions can be obtained from the Land Title Office or the 

Planning Department.  Electronic mapping is now available for the whole of the RDCK including municipali-

ties and rural areas. 



GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM 

The Geographic Information System (GIS) for the Regional District forms the electronic 

foundation for the provision of land parcel based information and services.  The data model 

in place allows staff at the Regional District to provide mapping and analysis functions which 

are specific to many Regional District services such as Land Use Planning, Building Inspec-

tion Services, Utility Services, Bylaw Enforcement, Administration, Engineering & Environ-

mental Services, Property Information, Emergency Planning and Emergency Services (9-1-1).  

⇒ For further information contact Planning Services at:  352-8165 or plandept@rdck.bc.ca 

RECREATION SERVICES 

RECREATION COMMISSION CONTACT NAMES AND INFORMATION 

CASTLEGAR & DISTRICT COMMUNITY 

COMPLEX & RECREATION COMMISSION 
(Electoral Areas I & J and City of Castlegar) 

 2101—6th Ave., Castlegar, B.C., V1N 3B2 

 Ph:  365-3386 (Ext. 21)     Fax:  365-0127 

email:  casrec@rdck.bc.ca 

⇒ Jim Crockett, Manager of Recreation 

Ext. #4103  email:  jcrockett@rdck.bc.ca  

⇒ Verona Walker, Recreation Supervisor 

Ext. #4104  email:  vwalker@rdck.bc.ca 

RECREATION COMMISSION NO. 2 

(Electoral Area D and Village of Kaslo) 

 Box 830, Kaslo, B.C., V0G 1M0 

⇒ Please phone the Regional District of Central 

Kootenay at 352-6665 or 1-800-268-7325 

to obtain a contact name. 

CRESTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY  

COMPLEX & RECREATION COMMISSION 
(Part of Electoral Area A, Electoral Areas B and C 
and Town of Creston) 

 312—19th Ave., N., Box 477,  

 Creston, B.C., V0G 1G0 

 Ph:  428-7127     Fax:  428-5700 

 email:  crestonrec@rdck.bc.ca 

⇒ Randy Fediuk, Manger of Recreation 

Ext. #2  email:  rfediuk@rdck.bc.ca  

⇒ Neil Ostafichuk, Recreation Supervisor 

Ext. #6  email:  nostafichuk@rdck.bc.ca 

⇒ Andrea Peet, Recreation Programmer 

Ext. #3  email:  apeet@rdck.bc.ca 

⇒ Stuart Durning, Facility Maintenance Foreman 

Ext. #4  email:  sdurning@rdck.bc.ca 

RECREATION COMMISSION NO. 4 
(Electoral Area K and Village of Nakusp) 

 Box 613, Nakusp, B.C., V0G 1R0 

⇒ Please phone the Regional District of Central 

Kootenay at 352-6665 or 1-800-268-7325 

to obtain a contact name. 

NELSON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY  

COMPLEX 
(Part of Electoral Area E, Electoral Area F and City of Nelson) 

 305 Hall Street, Nelson, B.C., V1L 5X4 

 Ph:  354-4FUN (4386)   Fax:  352-3812 

 email:  nelsonrec@rdck.bc.ca 

⇒ Bernie Van Hooft, Manager of Recreation 

Ext:  5108  email:  bvanhooft@rdck.bc.ca 

⇒ Jodi Vousden, Recreation Supervisor 

Ext:  5111  email:  jvousden@rdck.bc.ca   

⇒ Bev Dawe, Administrative Clerk 

Ext:  5103 email:  bdawe@rdck.bc.ca  

SLOCAN LAKE RECREATION  

COMMISSION NO. 6 
(North Electoral Area H and Villages of New  
Denver and Silverton) 

 Box 293, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0 

 Ph:  358-2863     Fax:  358-2288 

⇒ Ms. Carol Bell, Recreation Coordinator 

mailto:plandept@rdck.bc.ca


RECREATION COMMISSION CONTACT NAMES AND INFORMATION 

RECREATION COMMISSION NO. 7 
(Electoral Area G and Village of Salmo) 

 Box 869, Salmo, B.C., V0G 1S0 

⇒ Maureen Berk, Recreation Coordinator 

Ph:  357-2607 (Residence) 

SLOCAN & VALLEY SOUTH REGIONAL 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
(South Electoral Area H and Village of Slocan) 

 Box 8, Slocan Park, B.C., V0G 2E0 

 Ph:  226-0008     Fax:  226-7440 

 email:  slocanvalleyrec@netidea.com 

⇒ Craig Lawrence, Recreation Coordinator 

RECREATION COMMISSION NO. 9 
(Electoral Area A) 

⇒ Please phone the Regional District of Central 

Kootenay at 352-6665 or 1-800-268-7325 

to obtain a contact name. 

RECREATION COMMISSION NO. 10 
(part of Electoral Area E-Procter/Harrop/Balfour/ 
Queens Bay) 

⇒ Please phone the Regional District of Central 

Kootenay at 352-6665 or 1-800-268-7325 

to obtain a contact name. 

REGIONAL PARKS 

All electoral areas and municipalities of the Regional District are participants in the regional parks 

function.  As permitted by the Park (Regional) Act, the Regional District has the authority to acquire 

land for regional parks and trails, make rules and regulations governing the management, maintenance, 

improvement, operation, control and use of these lands, fix and charge fees, lease or rent regional 

park property for concessions, construct, maintain, operate, improve, and use buildings for the proper 

use and enjoyment of the regional park, and acquire land for a regional park or trail by lease agree-

ment.  Pursuant to the Park (Regional) Act, the Regional District has prepared a regional park plan. 

REGIONAL PARKS STRATEGY 

The role of regional parks is, generally, to provide day-use outdoor recreation 

opportunities at sites that receive use from residents of two or more municipali-

ties or electoral areas.  The purpose of the regional parks plan is to establish 

policies for the regional parks function by developing a regional parks system 

that complements the plans of other recreation agencies and groups.  The plan 

aims to provide for a diversity of local/regional recreation opportunities in the 

Regional District by planning and developing one or more regional parks or trails 

in each of the sub-regions of the Regional District. 

� MULTIPLE PURPOSE PARKS are intended to provide for a wide range of indoor and outdoor 

recreation opportunities and should be capable of sustaining a high level and variety of recrational 

and other public use activities.  These parks may be associated with waterfront access. 

� WATERFRONT ACCESS PARKS are intended primarily to provide high quality waterfront areas and 

associated facilities, with the intensity of development dependent on the characteristics of each 

site. 

� REGIONAL TRAILS are intended to provide for trail oriented recreation that could link communi-

ties, provide access to areas possessing scenic and special interest qualities, and provide access to 

Provincial recreation opportunities, Regional District Parks and other recreation sites. 



ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

The Regional District provides a 

valuable service to residents of 

rural areas and municipalities 

through its Environmental 

Services.  Concerned primarily 

with the removal and treatment of solid waste, the 

Service uses landfills, transfer stations, and 

recycling depots to safely dispose of and recycle 

about 20,000 metric tonnes of solid waste 

produced in the regional district each year. 

To efficiently manage waste disposal throughout 

the large region encompassed by the RDCK, three 

sub-regions were established some time ago:  The 

East Sub-region comprises Areas A, B & C and the 

Town of Creston.  The Central Sub-region includes 

Areas D, E, F & G, the City of Nelson and 

Villages of Salmo and Kaslo.  The West 

Sub-region encompasses Areas H, I, J, 

K, City of Castlegar, and Villages of 

Slocan, New Denver, Silverton and 

Nakusp. 

Following the closure of two small 

landfills that have reached their 

maximum capacity—at Rosebery in the 

Slocan Valley and at Destiny Bay on the East 

Shore—the Regional District will have reduced the 

number of landfills from nine in 1995 to four large 

sites in 2006; the East Sub-region’s Creston 

facility, the Central Sub-region’s Canex (Salmo) 

landfill, and the West Sub-region’s Ootischenia and 

Nakusp facilities. 

Ten transfer stations are employed to move refuse 

from collection points to those landfills, and 30 

recycling drop-off points, located throughout the 

Regional District, provide environmentally-sound 

alternatives to landfill use. 

Guided by principles set out in the 1996 Regional 

Solid Waste Management Plan, and presently under 

review the RDCK’s Environmental Services employs 

about 25 personnel in a variety of functions, from 

administrative to truck driving.  Two recycling 

contractors and three landfill contractors are also 

employed in this function. 

With so much waste generated throughout the 

Regional District each year, concerns naturally 

arise regarding the environmental safety of landfill 

sites.  To ensure that ground water is not adversely 

affected by the leaching of contaminated waste, 

the Regional District of Central Kootenay conducts 

ongoing tests at all landfill sites, sending water 

samples to a laboratory in Vancouver for analysis.  

Provincial regulations governing the disposal of 

solid waste provide a framework for safety in this 

regard.  For instance, the dumping of liquids such 

as paint thinner and oil in landfill sites is 

prohibited.  The RDCK also provides information to 

the public to assist in the safe disposal of items 

such as lead-acid auto batteries and containers 

with residual amounts of contaminated waste.  

There are, for instance, depots in Nelson, Creston, 

Rosebery, Ootischenia and Nakusp that accept 

paint and thinners. 

Work is on-going to maintain 

environmentally and economically-sound 

operations.  On-going waste management 

planning maintains a view toward the 

future, and day-to-day operations, 

conducted in accordance with the Ministry 

of Environment’s Waste Management Act, 

serve the whole of the Regional District. 

Solid waste management is just one of many 

functions provided to residents by the Regional 

District, but it is an important one.  The next time 

you wrap a twist-tie around a green garbage bag, 

you might pause for a moment to consider that 

while you’ll say goodbye to trash at the curb, other 

people will be busy ensuring that it goes where it 

belongs, and that its impact on the environment is 

minimized. 

The Regional District is in the process of updating 

the Waste Management Plan with the future in 

mind.  We will be in communities throughout the 

region seeking your input and support towards our 

Plan amendment. 

For more information on recycling, 

hazardous waste removal, waste facility 

operating hours and user fees, please call 

the Recycling Council of BC Hotline at 1-

800-667-4321, or visit the Product Care 

Web site at:  www.productcare.org 

RDCK Website:  www.rdck.bc.ca 

http://www.productcare.org
http://www.rdck.bc.ca


 

      POPULATION STATISTICS 

MUNICIPALITY or 

ELECTORAL AREA 

2006 

FIGURES 

2001 

FIGURES 

1996 

FIGURES 

PERCENT CHANGE 

1996—2001 

Castlegar 7,259 7,002 7,030 -.04% 

Creston 4,950 4,795 4,816 -.04% 

Kaslo 1,072 1,032 1,063 -2.9% 

Nakusp 1,524 1,698 1,736 -2.2% 

Nelson 9,258 9,298 9,585 -3.0% 

New Denver 512 538 579 -7.1% 

Salmo 1,007 1,120 1,202 -6.8% 

Silverton 185 222 241 -7.9% 

Slocan 314 336 335 0.3% 

MUNICIPAL TOTAL: 26,081 26,041 26,587 -2.0% 

A 2,041 2,125 2,617 -18.8% 

B 4,575 4,658 4,723 -1.4% 

C 1,284 1,371 1,015 35.1% 

D 1,525 1,500 1,596 -6.0% 

E 3,716 3,531 3,533 -0.1% 

F 3,730 3,907 3,854 1.4% 

G 1,605 1,354 1,573 -13.9% 

H 4,319 4,482 4,460 0.5% 

I 2,415 2,436 2,507 -2.8% 

J 2,792 3,513 3,524 -0.3% 

K 1,800 1,979 1,997 -0.9% 

RURAL TOTAL: 29,802 30,856 31,399 -1.7% 

RDCK TOTAL: 55,883 56,897 57,986 -1.8% 
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Questions? 

If you have questions regarding information presented in this brochure, please 

telephone or visit the Regional District of Central Kootenay Planning Services. 

 Telephone Number: (250) 352-6665 or 1-800-268-7325 

 Fax Number: (250) 352-9300 

 Web Site: www.rdck.bc.ca 

 E-Mail: rdck@rdck.bc.ca 

 Address: Regional District of Central Kootenay 

Box 590, 202 Lakeside Drive 

NELSON  BC  V1L 5R4 

 Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday 

Except Statutory Holidays 

For More Information… 

These informative brochures are also 

available from the Regional District of 

Central Kootenay web site or offices: 

⇒ Building/Plumbing Permit Application 

Requirements 

⇒ Floodplains, Alluvial Fans and  

Geotechnical Hazards 

⇒ Information on Land Development 

⇒ Development Permit Applications 

⇒ Development Variance Permit  

Applications 

⇒ Subdivision Application Requirements 

⇒ Zoning Amendment Procedures 


